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SUBJECT: ANDREOTTI VISIT 

REE: MADRID 10332 

1. OUR SEPARATE SOUNDINGS WITH THE SPANISH EOREIGN MIN- 
ISTRY AND THE ITALIAN EMBASSY HAVE ADDED LITTLE TO THE 
INFORMATION REPORTED REFTEL. BOTH SOURCES SAID THAT 
THERE WERE NO BILATERAL PROBLEMS OF ANY CONSEQUENCE BE- 
TWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND THAT IN THE ATMOSPHERICS 
SURROUNDING THE VISIT LAY ITS SUBSTANCE. FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTRY'S EUROPEAN DIRECTOR SAID THAT ANDREOTTI TOOK PAINS 
TO REITERATE ITALY'S FAVORABLE ATTITUDE TOWARD SPAIN'S EC 
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ENTRY, BUT THIS DID NOT MEAN THAT WHEN NEGOTIATIONS 
BEGAN, THE ITALIANS WOULD NOT BE TOUGH. ITALIAN EMBASSY 
DCM REVIEWED ANDREOTTI'S THEMES ON THIS SUBJECT BY SAYING 
THAT IN THE ITALIAN VIEW THERE WOULD BE NEAR-TERM TECH- 
NICAL - MEANING ECONOMIC - PROBLEMS BUT OVER THE LONG 
TERM ITALY'S "STRATEGIC INTERESTS" WOULD BE SERVED BY 
THE PRESENCE IN THE COMMUNITY OF A MAJOR INDUSTRIAL DEMO- 
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CRACY WITH MEDITERRANEAN ATTITUDES AND PROBLEMS. 

2. WHILE PRESS BACKGROUNDING GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT 
IN THE FUTURE MINISTERIAL VISITS WOULD BE INSTITUTIONAL- 
IZED, BOTH FOREIGN MINISTRY AND ITALIAN EMBASSY SAID THAT 
BEYOND A HOPE THAT THE TWO PRIME MINISTERS MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO MEET TWICE A YEAR, THERE WAS LITTLE NEW. CONTRARY 

TO SOME REPORTS, THE ITALIANS DID NOT INVITE THE SPANISH 
INTERIOR MINSTER TO PARTICIPATE IN THE VIENNA MEETING OF 
THE ERENCH, GERMAN, SWISS, AUSTRIAN AND ITALIAN MINISTERS. 
INSTEAD, THE SPANISH INTERIOR MINISTER WILL CONTINUE TO 
CONSULT HIS ERENCH AND ITALIAN COLLEAGUES ON A PURELY 
BILATERAL BASIS. ON TERRORISM, ITALIAN DCM BELIEVED THAT 
WHILE THERE MIGHT BE CONTACTS BETWEEN ITALIAN AND SPANISH 
TERRORIST GROUPS, THERE WAS LITTLE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 
THE THESIS THAT THESE CONTACTS WERE EITHER SIGNIEICANT 
OR FREQUENT. 

3. COMMENT: ANDREOTTI'S REPAYMENT OE SUAREZ' EARLIER 
ONE TO ROME, THE FIRST BY AN ITALIAN HEAD OE GOVERN- 
MENT, MARKS ANOTHER STEP IN SPAIN'S COMING OP AGE 

IN EUROPE. IN ADDITION TO BOOSTING THE IMAGE OP THE 
SUAREZ GOVERNMENT AND ATTESTING TO SPAIN'S DEMOCRATIC 
ACCEPTABILITY, IT SHOWS ITS RAPIDLY GROWING IMPORTANCE 
IN WESTERN EUROPE. TODMAN 
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